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TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 
TIME 

 
Echoing the complaint 
heard in last week’s 
readings, today’s First 
Reading again presents 
protests that God isn’t 
fair. Why does He punish 

with death one who begins in virtue but falls into 
iniquity, while granting life to the wicked one who turns 
from sin?  
This is the question that Jesus takes up in the parable in 
today’s Gospel.  
The first son represents the most heinous sinners of 
Jesus’ day – tax collectors and prostitutes – who by their 
sin at first refuse to serve in the Lord’s vineyard, the 
kingdom. At the preaching of John the Baptist, they 
repented and did what is right and just. The second son 
represents Israel’s leaders – who said they would serve 
God in the vineyard, but refused to believe John when 
he told them they must produce good fruits as evidence 
of their repentance.  
Once again, this week’s readings invite us to ponder the 
unfathomable ways of God’s justice and mercy. He 
teaches His ways only to the humble, as we sing in 
today’s Psalm. And in the Epistle today, Paul presents 
Jesus as the model of that humility by which we come 
to know life’s true path.  
Paul sings a beautiful hymn to the Incarnation. Unlike 
Adam, the first man, who in his pride grasped at being 
God, the New Adam, Jesus, humbled himself to become 
a slave, obedient even unto death on the cross. In this 
He has shown sinners – each one of us – the way back 
to the Father. We can only come to God, to serve in His 
vineyard, the Church, by having that same attitude as 
Christ.  
This is what Israel’s leaders lacked. In their vainglory, 
they presumed their superiority – that they had no 
further need to hear God’s Word or God’s servants.  
But this is the way to death, as God tells Ezekiel today. 
We are always to be emptying ourselves, seeking 
forgiveness for our sins and frailties, confessing on 
bended knee that He is Lord, to the glory of the Father. 
 
 
 
 

 

CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 
The Confirmation Enrolment Mass will 
take place on Thursday, October 12 at 
7:00PM. Mass will be celebrated by 
The Most Rev. Ivan Camilleri. All 
Confirmation Candidates, parents and 
sponsors are expected to attend. 

 
AN INVITATION TO SERVE AS GIFT BEARER 

Parishioners who request a Mass are invited to serve as 
gift bearers at the Offertory. Members of the requesting 
families are asked to approach one of the Ushers before 
the Mass, informing them that they would like to serve 
in this capacity. Gift bearers represent the entire parish 
as we return to God a small part of the many blessings 
that He has given to us. What a wonderful way to 
express thanks and joy to God by bearing these gifts! 

 
FIRST FRIDAY 

First Friday Mass and Holy Hour October 6 at 7 PM. 
Confessions will be heard as well. All are welcome to 
come and spend some time with Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

 
‘REQUIESCANT IN PACE’ 

Please pray for the souls Mario Pallotta, Alfia Falcioni, 
Salvatore Monaco whose funerals were celebrated 
during this past week in our Church. 

 
CWL FOOD DRIVE 

The CWL is hosting a Fall/Thanksgiving Food Drive 
during the month of October.  All food items collected 
will be donated to St. Francis Table for families in need. 
Beginning this weekend baskets (bins) will be located 
in the church vestibule. 
Please be as generous as your means allow. 
 

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE SCHOOL 
The office of admissions of St. Michael’s College 
School is now considering applications for September 
2024. St. Michael’s College School is Ontario’s only 
independent Catholic school for young men from 
Grades 7 to 12. Open Houses for prospective students 
and their families will be held on Thursday, October 19 
and Tuesday, October 24 beginning at 7:00PM. 
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XXVI DOMENICA DEL TEMPO ORDINARIO 
Prosegue lo scontro duro tra Gesù e i suoi oppositori. Il 
Signore prende di petto principi dei sacerdoti e anziani, 
e arriva a dir loro espressamente, in pubblico, che 
pubblicani, ossia strozzini e prostitute, li precederanno 
nel regno di Dio. I Santi non sono stati da meno. Santa 
Caterina da Siena così si esprimeva con i cardinali che 
avevano abbandonato il papa Urbano IV: “Vili e 
miserabili ...Non siete fiori che gittate odore, ma puzza, 
che tutto il mondo avete appuzzato...stolti, degni di 
mille morti”. Le situazioni si ripetono a distanza di 
luoghi e di tempi: da una parte gente che passa per il fior 
fiore della società, dall’altra i rifiuti della medesima 
società. Gesù non sta in mezzo, ma fa una scelta di 
campo senza equivoci: si mette assieme ai rifiuti, 
pubblicani, e prostitute. Questo è detto nel Vangelo 
attraverso la parabola dei due figli che il padre vuol 
mandare a lavorare: uno dice sì e non va, l’altro dice no 
e va. A questo punto il Signore porta gli interlocutori a 
condannarsi con la loro stessa bocca: in quel momento 
non loro accettavano l’invito di Dio ma proprio i 
pubblicani e le prostitute. 
Dio è messo sotto accusa: accadeva al tempo del profeta 
Ezechiele e si ripete oggi. Dio per bocca del profeta si 
difende e contrattacca: non fate ricadere su di me la 
responsabilità delle vostre scelte, prendete a vostro 
carico le conseguenze del vostro comportamento.  
Il brano della lettera ai Filippesi si compone di due parti: 
anzitutto Paolo esorta all’unità (tra i Filippesi si 
manifestavano discordie); poi invita ad avere gli stessi 
sentimenti di Gesù e parla della traiettoria cielo-terra e 
poi terra-cielo seguita da Gesù: forse si tratta di un inno 
cristologico in voga già allora. 
Due figli al padre rispondono sì e no; lungo la strada il 
sì diventa no e viceversa. La parabola ha una mira 
precisa; il fior fiore della società ebraica viene messo 
sotto accusa per il rifiuto di entrare nel regno. 
 
 

CWL RACCOLTA CIBO 
CWL (Donne dell'Azione Cattolica) in occasione 
del Thanksgiving, sta organizzando una raccolta cibo 
per le famiglie bisognose durante il mese di ottobre. 
Tutto il cibo ricavato verra' donato alle famiglie 
bisognose dell'associazione "St. Francis Table". Ad 
iniziare dal weekend del 30 settembre, troverete dei 
contenitori all'entrata della Chiesa. Per favore, siate 
generosi, secondo le vostre disponibilita'. 
Grazie, per questo vostro contributo comunitario. 

UN INVITO A SERVIRE COME PORTATORI DI 
DONI: 

I parrocchiani che richiedono una Messa sono invitati a 
servire da portatori di doni all'Offertorio. Si chiede che 
i membri della famiglia informino uno degli uscieri 
prima della Messa. 
 
 

Masses of the Week 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30 
5:00PM Anacleto Agnolon, Vincent Joshua Eden 
7:00PM Mass in honour of St. Lorenzo Ruiz 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1 
8:00 AM Giuseppina Didiano, Rosalia Cutulli 
9:30 AM. Intention For Fr. Jim Reposkey, For the 

Souls of Domingos, Lucrecia & Josè 
Resende 

11:00 AM Adele e Eresto Santavicca. Orlando Manna, 
Defunti Famiglia Chioran, Mario Parise, 
Bruno Scrivo 

12:30 PM Ortencia Rego,  Joaquim Barbosa 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 2 
8:00AM Anna e Luigi Iannacci 
12:05PM Winnie Mendonca, Zoltan Hanker 
7:00PM Antonio Porto 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 
8:00AM  Defunti Iscritti Alle Messe Perpetue 
12:05PM Vito & Mariateresa Sestito 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4 
 8:00AM Defunti Iscritti Alle Messe Perpetue 
12:05PM Giovannina De Carlo 
7:00PM Maria Lucia Pede & Damiano Pede 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5 
8:00AM Defunti Iscritti Alle Messe Perpetue 
12:05PM Vito & Natale Marcoccia 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 First Friday 
8:00AM Defunti Iscritti Alle Messe Perpetue  
12:05PM Thanksgiving for anniversary for Gloria & 

Jun 
7:00PM First Friday Mass 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7 
8:00AM Defunti Iscritti Alle Messe Perpetue 
5:00PM Giuseppe Mangiardi, Maria Colalillo 


